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Curriculum Units by Fellows of the Yale-New Haven Teachers Institute
2023 Volume III: Writing Queer and Trans Lives

Black & Queer Lives: Intersecting Identities of the Harlem
Renaissance
Guide for Curriculum Unit 23.03.02, published September 2023
by Daniel Croteau

In this unit, students are asked to examine literature by authors from the Harlem Renaissance and beyond
through the lens of identity considering all parts of an identity including race, gender, sexuality, and others. As
a part of the unit, students will consider the construction of identity and the construction of truth. Authors
included in this unit are Countee Cullen and Langston Hughes as well as the work of filmmaker Oscar
Micheaux. As an entry point for students, the work of Walter Dean Myers, an author born in Harlem following
this time period, is included. 

(Developed for Language Arts, grade 8; recommended for English, grade 9)
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