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2001 Volume lll: Reading and Writing Poetry

The Poet Within: A Workshop Series

Guide for Curriculum Unit 01.03.06
by Julie Reinshagen

This curriculum unit focuses on the reading and writing of poetry, emphasizing the development of the
students’ social and emotional responses and creativity over technical analysis. It is written for use in an after
school and Saturday morning enrichment program open to all students at a comprehensive high school.
Hopefully, it will also prove useful to English and writing teachers in middle and elementary schools as well as
ESL and bilingual teachers. The strategies and activities, particularly with regard to reading “great poetry,”
are modeled after Kenneth Koch’s work in the New York City Public Schools. Participation is the main
assessment criterion, and journaling is employed to develop a daily writing habit. An extensive bibliography
includes resources for teachers and collections of poetry in both English and Spanish.

(Recommended for English, grades 7-10, and Enrichment/Remediation, grades 7-12.)
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