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Image-Making: Reading Gesture, Objects, and Environment in
Portraiture
Guide for Curriculum Unit 12.01.04
by Jennifer Hoffman Lee

The overriding goals for this unit on image-making and reading portraiture are fourfold: (1) to ask students to
take time and thought to closely observe; (2) to help students make connections between historical and
contemporary times; (3) to encourage an awareness of the power of visual images to influence; and (4) to add
to the understanding of students, who will follow the study of image-making to create their own portraits in
the art studio.

The primary content will address the following four portraits of women, the first two from the Yale Center for
British Art and the second pair from the Yale University Art Gallery. Each portrait depicts a single figure; the
portraits include: one of Mrs. Abington from the 18th century, one of Grace Rose from the 19th century, an
anonymous "Chorus Captain" from the 20th century and another anonymous woman in an "Untitled" work
from 2009. Students will follow exploration of these portraits with more informed observation and discussion
of portraiture in recent times. The study will lead to work in the art studio, and resulting portrait images.

(Recommended for Art, grades 9-12)
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