Curriculum Units by Fellows of the Yale-New Haven Teachers Institute
2020 Volume I: The Place of Woman: Home, Economy, and Politics

Yale-New Haven
Teachers Institute®

Voices Carry: The Power of Writing to Create Change

Curriculum Unit 20.01.02
by Daniel Croteau

Introduction

“I'had writing. In there, | wrote myself back together. | wrote myself towards a stronger version of myself.” -
Roxane Gay!

Lives have been saved and destroyed by power. Everyone wants to feel they have the power to control their
own destiny, the power to live their own lives, and the power to say something and to be heard. Throughout
history and literature, gender has been one way used to raise people up and keep others down.

While power is not an issue exclusive to women, it does impact women in greater numbers than men. As a
result, the issue tends to be of particular interest to women who writer. In studying female writers and what
they have to say, it is my goal for my students to find their own voice especially during the turbulent times we
live in. | want my students to be able to find their own strength.

In language arts class, we study reading and writing and how authors craft their stories while looking at what
issues they deem important. Since the story of Eden, literature has attempted to define and influence the
roles of men and women in society. The person who tells that story is as important as the story itself. How
would the story of Adam and Eve be different if it was specifically told the point of view of Eve? Or Adam for
that matter? Or how might it have been impacted if it was translated by a man? Or translated by a woman?
These are questions that are important in understanding a story and understanding an author's message.

The issues that appear in literature tend to be a reflection of place and culture. In terms of history, it is often
the victors who decide what happened. With men traditional leveraging their strength into power, it is often
the male point of view that is shared while female experience is often suppressed. This is no different in
literature. There is an ongoing debate about the abundant presence of dead, white men in the public-school
literary canon. Writers like William Shakespeare and Ernest Hemingway are names that are common to many
children and young adults across the country while writers like Sandra Cisneros, Toni Morrison, Nadine
Gordimer, and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie are less familiar. It is my hope that in the course of my unit to
rectify this situation.

During this course of study, students will read the short fiction of writers with a broader perspective. It is my
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hope that through experience of the work of a group of diverse female writers that students will be able to
examine an author’s text and life experience in order to determine their point of view. They will be asked to
learn about different writers, analyze what aspects of their life are important, determine why it is that they
chose this topic to write about, and cultivate their own views about what the writers view as important. Also,
during this process, they will have the opportunity to write about what they determine is important.

Roxane Gay states that writing itself is a political act.2 | would agree. | think writing is a way for the writer to
exert their power. My students often feel they have no voice, but there are a multitude of ways for
underrepresented voices to be heard including, but not limited to, expressing political power. As young
people, it is important for my students now to start thinking about what is important to them. In their
research, Xu, Mar and Peterson found experience has an important impact on political views. It is important
for my students to have experiences.3 While my students don’t have the right to vote, they have the ability to
cultivate their voice to determine what issues are important to them and what their stance is on those issues.
In the long term, this will be very important when they do reach the age to become voters.

It is my hope that through the study of writers like Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Sandra Cisneros, Toni
Morrison, and Nadine Gordimer, among others, that my students will start to see how women have regained
their power through writing. | want my students to find their voice like Roxane Gay, who overcame adversity
and found her inner strength, her inner voice, through the written word .4 This is what | want for my students. |
want them to be able to cultivate their own voice to share with the world so they can be heard. One of the
ways we will do this, just as Gay talks about in finding her own voice, is through reading the writing of
powerful women and my students’ own writing.

Rationale

“Engaging youth in writing for social change is necessary because it helps youth locate their own power,
participate in democracy, and write for authentic audiences (Bender-Slack, 2010).” 5

| teach seventh and eighth graders at an urban magnet school of about 500 students. Despite being a magnet
school, most of my students don’t choose to be there or don’t choose to stay because they are interested in
the school’s theme. Often, my students are starting off from a place of no power; they have no say in how
they have entered my classroom. Most of my students have spent the majority of their lives in my school
starting in Pre-K 3 and now preparing to enter their final year as eighth graders. Some are there because the
school district found an opening for them. Some of them have been given limited opportunities to experience
life outside of New Haven. A large number struggle to see reading as a way of exploring alternate worlds or
writing as a way of expressing themselves. And why should they? When they try to express themselves, they
are often told they are talking back. In trying to voice their concerns, they are rewarded with a write up or a
phone call home. Why should they speak up? All of them want to be heard.

Middle school is critical year in young people’s education. It is the point where many decide if they enjoy
education and proceed forward with this positive mindset regarding schooling. As a result, many children in

different cohorts fall behind particularly students of color.6 In order to prevent this, | think it is important for
students to experience a plethora of writers who will give the students not only role models but situations to
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build their social emotional well-being.

In this unit, | want my students to learn why it is important to express an opinion and why it is important to be
able to express that opinion in various forms. As has been demonstrated by current events, people need to be
able to hear a message through multiple forms and people need to be able to share their messages in a
variety of mediums.

As of this writing, people throughout the United States have been on lockdown for weeks getting their own
view of the world through the media. As nonstop reporting of the worldwide pandemic continues, the news
cycle has only seen a shift with the coverage of the murders of three African Americans: George Floyd,
Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery. There are people who are outraged feeling a band-aid has again been
pulled off a wound that never seems to heal. There are others that refuse to even consider the fact that there
is even any wound other than one that is self-inflicted. In this search for understanding, people look to
communicate with each other in order to bridge the gap of confusion. As my students witness all of this, | want
them to be able to firmly communicate their thoughts and feelings in a way that that is both important to
them and clear to their audience.

The healing process is a struggle for many. People are witnessing all sides of the conflict: they see the
peaceful protests, they see the violence, they see they attempts for both sides to come together, they see
people ruthlessly trying to keep both sides fighting. They can see that there is a world that is trying to keep
people in a constant state of conflict and a world that hasn’t valued their words. When left without options,
what are they going to do? It is my hope this unit will continue to instill in my students the power of words.

In her TED Talk, Roxane Gay spoke of the power of those words and political theory. In her youth, Gay had her
voice taken during a traumatizing experience and was only able to regain her inner strength through reading
the work of powerful women and developing her own writing.7 Many of my students understand trauma. They
live with it or the residual effects of it on a day to day basis. | don’t want my students to feel stuck in this
emotional state. | want my students to experience what Roxane Gay described above.

Content

Within the scope of this unit, the required background knowledge can be broken down into two major areas:
(1) The Evolution of the Fight for Gender Equality and (2) Teaching Practices. In the first section, the history of
the power dynamics between men and women in regards to the fight for equality is discussed starting with
hunter-gatherer societies to modern day American politics. In the second section, key teaching practices
which will be used in this unit will be dissected. Once this knowledge is unpacked, the teacher will be ready to
teach the unit.

The Evolution of the Fight for Gender Equality

Over millennia, many groups have been marginalized on the basis of gender, race, religion, and ethnicity
among other labels. Despite the repression, most groups have fought for their rights to be free with some
achieving their goals and others failing. In this unit of study, we will specifically examine how women have
risen up to regain their own power in search of equality. While not all my students identify as female, all of my
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students understand the desire to be considered equal. They know that society has a way of elevating some
while keeping others down. It is through this study of strong women writers that my students will develop their
critical reading and writing skills when it comes to author’s voice while cultivating their own voice.

Over the past hundred years, cis women have redefined what it is means to be female and trans women and
men have fought to be able to identify as their true selves. In the process, cis males have struggled to develop
a definition that keeps up with the evolution of their counterparts. It is important for my students to
understand the complexity and intersectionality between gender, race, and culture. In studying a writer’s
work, they must study the author in order to unpack some of the issues and history surrounding the issues in
which the writers are speaking to.

Prior to the Women’s Rights Movement of the 19th Century

Historically, large sections of the male population have used their power to stifle women. In early hunter
gather tribes, men and women were able to split their duties. In examining these cultures, researchers have
found that women thrived because they were able to care for their child while gathering vegetation for their
sustenance. In fact, most of the protein consumed by people of this time was not the meat that was hunted by
man but from the yield of female foraging. In this culture, women were able to hold their own without much
support from men. As time passed, society changed and with the advent of the simple plow the world evolved
into a society dictated by male focused agriculture. The plow required a level of brute strength that was more

suited to males leaving women with much less power than they previously possessed. 8

As society progressed, women were able to regain some rights. During the industrial revolution, women like
Mary Wollstonecraft spoke out against the tyranny of the ruling gender. Wollstonecraft made the argument
that women had a significant role as they were the ones who were educating the children, who are the future
of nations. This led to her publishing “The Vindication of the Rights of Women.” 9 While early efforts were not
successful, these actions laid the groundwork for the work that would be done in the centuries that would
follow. As industrialization made the need for physical strength less attractive, women were entering the
workforce. It was through labor that women were starting to regain some of the previous freedom they
previously enjoyed during the time of the hunter-gatherer culture.

Entering the Political Scene

In the 19th century, women started to leverage their economic position into political agency. As women found
themselves more involved in political movements such anti-abolitionism, women started to leverage this

political knowledge into action towards achieving gender equality. 10

While white women often found some power within this movement, women of color often had issues important
to them overlooked to the point that they were often regulated to the back of the line, metaphorically and
physically. Instead, individual women of color, such as Ida B. Wells, achieved more power through writing,
specifically journalism.

Ida B. Wells was a staunch advocate for advancing rights for African Americans through activism and
journalism. In 1884, Wells purchased a first-class railway ticket only to be told she would have to be seated in
the car designated for African Americans. When she refused, Wells was arrested. When the case went to trial,
the local court found in favor of Wells, while, later, the supreme court rejected the ruling of the lower court.
During this time, Wells began to write about her case. It was through writing that she continued to explore her
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activism and develop her voice and political power. Wells would eventually operate her own paper which she
used to further exert her political expression. Later, Ida B. Wells would ask her readers to question issues such
as the funding of African American schools, the widespread practice of lynching, and the role of gender
equality in the political field. With her work with the National Equal Rights League, Wells fought for a woman’s

right to vote. 11

The suffragist movement continued to work towards its goal into the 20th century. During this time, they faced
several hurdles. Despite finding allies, they were unable to move their work to a large enough political stage
successfully. In the end, however, the suffragists were triumphant. In 1920, the 19th Amendment was passed
in the United States finally bestowing women with the right to vote. This was one step closer to true equality.

Since the ratification of this amendment, the fight for equality took on new directions as well as new issues
developing. In order to see women achieve true equality, the women’s movement evolved into seeking the
right to gain control over their own bodies as well as the right to equal pay. While the first battle resulted in
the Roe v. Wade decision, the second battle was less than successful. The fight for the passage of the Equal
Rights Act (ERA) was met with resistance by many including some groups of women. This conflict highlighted
some of the issues that had developed outside as well as inside the women’s movement. In trying to achieve
rights for the majority, sometimes smaller divisions of women (women of color, women in poverty,
homosexual women) often saw their needs put to the back.

Equal Rights Act & Gender Equality for All

The Equal Rights Act was born out of the work done by the women had achieved the right to vote. This was
not enough. In the decades following, women such as Alice Paul began to commit to the work required in
order to improve rights for everyone. Paul drafted an early version of what would become the Equal Rights
Act. In 1972, the bill finally made it through both houses and was up for individual state ratification. It was at
this stage the bill died. In order for it to go forward, the bill needed to be adopted by all 50 states in a seven-

year time span. This did not occur. 12

The main contention of the ERA was to establish true equality as it has been established in the 15th and 19th
amendments. 13 The passage of the ERA would have not only have benefited women, but also men. While
historically men have maintained power, the power dynamic between men and women has shifted over time.
The technological revolution altered the workplace and the skills required to be successful in that
environment. While women do struggle to get to the top, it is being shown that the gap between the men at
the top and the men at the bottom is growing4 . As a result, serious social issues have developed among men
as a result.

In 2015, men made up 93% of the US prison population. Internationally men make up 79% of the all murder

victims and 66% of the successful suicides.15 Men in power certainly benefit, but the men at the bottom are
struggling to cope in the modern world. It is important that, in order to cope, men and women are both
financially and politically escalated. It is important to look at how we are educating people in order to better
prepare them for the world they are entering.

Teaching Strategies

Engaging middle school students in writing is typically a difficult task. It's the time of the class when students
suddenly need to use the bathroom. In particular, my students struggle with this. One of the reasons is they
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don’t see the value in it the way that Roxane Gay speaks about in “Confessions of a Bad Feminist.” In her

article “Self Directed Writing: Giving Voice to Student Writers,” Kim Brian Lovejoy explains what | see as the
root of my problem. At the start of the article, Kim asks herself, and in essence all teachers, “whether | have
taken the time to connect with students’ lives, hear their stories, understand their frustrations, and discover

what each brings to the classroom.”16 While | consider myself very good at knowing my students through daily
conversations, | realize | do not use writing to promote this connection. Lovejoy suggests the solution to this
issue is self-directed writing.

Self-directed writing is a multi-step writing process where students are asked to first to generate a form of
pre-writing called expressive writing and then to be provided an opportunity at a later date to develop that
writing into one of three types of writing: mature expressive, transactional, or poetic.

At the initial expressive stage, the student is generating writing for themself. Self directed writing is a chance
for students to say what they have background knowledge on in a way they feel most comfortable. This
includes the possibility of allowing students to write in their home language. Joan Wynn writes about the
importance of not making one language superior to another. When doing this we give white students a higher

pass. She feels it is critical that conversations are built around the variance in language and celebrating it.17 It
is why it is important to allow students to utilize their home language at this stage rather than focusing on the
formal elements of writing.

With the initial expressive writing, students are given more flexibility in their writing choices. To start with,
students generate a topic list on their own, which will be shared with the class. During the sharing phase, a
class list of topics is complied and students are then encouraged to either keep their initial topic or choose a
more intriguing one from the list. Self directed writing’s expressive stage differs from freewriting in that it isn’t
timed and it isn’'t constant. Its meant to be a calm writing experience, but with the idea that this is clearly a
draft intended for their use and doesn’t necessarily have to be completed.

This stage is not a one-time occurrence. Students are provided the opportunity to complete initial expressive
writing assignments multiple times throughout the unit in order to build a large portfolio of work at the various
stages. When students have the opportunity to choose what work they will expand upon, students will then
share work. Students should self-select the piece they are sharing. Then, they revise it; a first draft shouldn’t
be shared. The purpose of discussion is for students to ask each other questions about the work in order to
stimulate revision. 18

Prior to this the students have to work on the second step of the self directed writing. Once they have several
expressive writing pieces, they should choose one to explore further in one of three forms. The first form is
mature expressive writing that is similar to the initial in that it is still mostly focused on the writer. Where it
differs is that is in the form which can be a letter, a diary entry, or a journal, for example. The second form is
transactional writing which requires more evidence and typically appears in the form of a editorial or
argument among others. The final form is poetic writing where the student is allowed to be creative and

develop a poem, play, or story. 19

At the midway point and the end, students should be provided the opportunity to reflect on the process
describing to the teacher what is and isn't working as well as how they feel about the process. This allows the
students to take more ownership of the process and their writing. Also, to help with ownership, it is the
student who decides what they are going to share, how it is going to be submitted, and what is going to be
graded in the final publishing stage. There should still be evidence of the other work, but the summative
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assessment would be just about the work that the student has chosen.

Activities

“Engaging youth in writing for social change is necessary because it helps youth locate their own power,
participate in democracy, and write for authentic audiences (Bender-Slack, 2010)."20

With this being an election year, | think it very important for my students to have a very soft start to
understanding their own personal beliefs. Given that this is a language arts course, | think it is an easy bridge
from traditional language arts to considering the political implications by exploring the point of view and the
voice of different writers as well as the student’s own voice in writing. My main target is to have students
consider the artist’'s experience to determine what their point of view is and how this shapes their voice. To do
so, | want my students to examine the perspective of women who write from various perspectives while
considering the connection between the author’s point of view and the author’s voice. The essential question
I'll be posing to my students in my unit is how can writing be used as a tool to empower people? How have
artists used their words to bring about change in their communities? Why is important for people to tell their
own story?

Activity #1

To do this, | want to start with a video by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie about “The Power of the Single Story.” In
this Ted Talk, Adichie speaks about her own experiences growing up in Nigeria and reading British writers. She
says how this experience shaped her own writing as well as the impact experiencing Nigerian works had on
her own writing.21 | think this will allow my students to have a very soft entry into self directed writing. After
watching, students would generate a short list of topics based on Adichie’s TED talk and then complete an
initial expressive writing assignment. From there, students would be asked to take the piece home and come
in with a revised version of the assignment at the second stage: (1) mature expressive, (2) transactional, or
(3) poetic.

Activity #2

Having reviewed the importance of crafting their own story, students will then be asked to read Frederick
Douglas’ biography and his work, “The Meaning of July 4th for the Negro,” as homework. In response, they will
draft a self-directed writing which they will share in class. In class, students will use their self-directed writing
to stimulate discussion in small groups before a larger group conversation. An important question that
students will need to answer is “What is Frederick Douglas’ purpose of writing this speech?”

Teacher will discuss that many things impact people and inspire them to create art. Teacher will ask the
students about Breonna Taylor. After sharing a brief explanation of who Breonna Taylor is, students will be
asked to read an article on Breonna Taylor, “For Breonna Taylor: Annapolis July 4th Mural Protests Police
Violence against Black People.” Students will be directed to complete a close reading of the article while also
keeping the question in mind “Why was the mural created? What do the creators hope people will understand
after viewing the mural”
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When students have completed the assignment, each group will present their ideas to class. Students will
then be asked to generate a list of ideas of ideas / concepts that are important to them. Initially, the list will be
generated individually before being shared with the class. Students should add to their own lists during class
discussions as this list will be used throughout the unit.

After generating the list, students will be asked to create art that they feel represents something that is
important to them. In creating their art, students will be asked to consider their message, the intended
audience, and the type of art they wish to create. When students complete their art, students will be asked to
give their work a title. Once work is completed, students will have the opportunity to have a gallery walk and
to look through and see what each other created. During the gallery walk, students will be asked to choose
different pieces belonging to their classmates and answer the question: What message is your classmate
trying to share with you about the topic?

After the gallery walk, teacher will review responses and return the responses to the creators of the art. After
reading their classmates responses, students will be asked to respond. Did your classmates understand your
message? What do you feel you could add to this or take away in order to make the message stronger? This
reflection will be completed as a homework assignment.

Activity #3

After completing the work on Douglas, students will examine how voice and point of view specifically interact
in the work of Toni Morrison. In Morrison’s, “Reticaif”, my students will read about two girls, one black and one
white, who are dealing with racism in children’s home. Morrison chooses never to reveal the specific race of
either Twyla, the narrator, or Roberta, her pal, only making it clear that one is white and one is black. In doing
so, Morrison is challenging racial identities and forcing the reader to determine how different people truly are
and what guidelines we are using to do this.

Prior to reading her story, my students will experience some of Morrison’s own words on why she entered
writing in the interview “Toni Morrison Talks About Her Motivation For Writing.” Morrison speaks about how the
writing scene was dominated by African Americans males, and that the African American female voice wasn’t

included.22 My students will hear why it was important for Toni Morrison as a woman to have her voice as a
part of the conversation. In reflecting on Morrison’s work, students will consider their thoughts on Morrisons
work using a form of initial expressive writing that focuses on writing for themselves rather than for their
teacher.

While reading the story, students will look for character details using a graphic organizer that will ask them to:
(1) identify significant character actions, (2) identify a character trait this demonstrates, and (3) explain how
this action explains the character trait. After completing the chart, students will be asked to draw physical
representations of the two characters. Then they will share them with each other. Students will then do some
initial expressive writing regarding which race each character is and what is Morrison arguing by making it
unclear which race each girl is.

After reading the story, the students will go back to that initial expressive writing and proceed to develop a
response at the next level. Options will include a more expressive approach (letter to Morrison), a
transactional approach (typical written response), or a poetic option (a new interview between Morrison and
themself).

Curriculum Unit 20.01.02 8 of 17



Activity #4

Having already seen Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie speak, the students will then read her short story, “Olikoye”.
Prior to reading the story, students will be asked to reading Adichie’s biography. As part of the prereading
process, students will use the biography and review the video “The Power of a Single Story” to determine
what they think might be important to Adichie and why.

In this story, Adichie tells the tale of a young woman giving birth at a hospital in Nigeria who is going to name
her child after the minister of health who brought vaccinations to her village. In reading Adichie’s work, it is
very clear that she believes in vaccinations. While reading, students will be asked to keep their thoughts
about Adichie in mind. Students will again be given the chance to perform an initial expressive writing task
responding to Adichie’s work.

During a second reading, students will determine the theme of the story using a graphic organizer. The four-
column organizer will ask them to locate conflicts, determine solutions, decide what lesson the characters
learned, and write a theme based on their understanding of what the character(s) learned.

After completing the initial expressive writing, my students will then examine a bit about the vaccination
debate. They will read an article from ProCon.org on the appropriateness of vaccinating kids and will complete
a simple pro / con graphic organizer. Then, students will be provided with the opportunity to watch two TED
Talks on the subject of vaccinations providing both sides of the issue, “Why | Changed My Mind on
Vaccinations” and “Why Parents Fear Vaccines.”

Using Adichie’s story, the videos, and statistics from the ProCon article, students will draw their own
conclusions about the importance of vaccinations. In doing so, they will need to create a response that
explains whether or not they feel vaccinations should be required by going through the first and the second
stage of self directed writing.

Activity #5

From Nigeria, we will travel to South Africa and read the work of Nadine Gordimer. In Gordimer’s “Once Upon
a Time,” a white family living in South Africa puts barbed wire around their home to protect themselves from
‘undesirables’ only for their young son to get caught in the wire. Prior to reading the story, students will be
asked to read Gordimer’s biography for homework. The students will then be asked to watch the Nadine
Gordimer videos “In Conversation - Nadine Gordimer” and “Nadine on Racism.” While viewing the students
will be asked to answer the questions: (1) What was her experience with black people when she was younger?
(2) How did this change? (3) What caused the change? After watching the video and answering the questions,
the students will share their responses in small groups. After a brief class discussion on their responses,
students will be directed to Nadine Gordimer’s discussion on propaganda.

The goal of this part of the lesson is for students to have a working definition of propaganda to use in order to
analyze Nadine Gordimer’s writing. In her interview, “In Conversation - Nadine Gordimer,” Gordimer speaks of

the need of the writer to avoid propaganda.23 Using the definitions provided by the Mind over Media
curriculum, students will be given several definitions of propaganda and will craft a definition as a group

before being asked to keep or adapt their group definition for individual use. 24

Once students have their definition of propaganda, students will be asked to read Gordimer’s “Once Upon a
Time” looking to determine what the author’s point of view is. To determine the author’s point of view, the
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students will consider what the theme of the text and what the author’s opinion is on the subject. If modeling
is needed, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Olikoye can be used to demonstrate identifying point of view. Once
they complete the reading, the students will be asked to look at their definition of propaganda and consider
whether or not they determine Gordimer’s story “Once Upon a Time” is representative of their definition.
Students will be go through the self directed writing process of writing and initial expressive stage before
developing a second response utilizing one of the three modes of self directed writing.

Activity #6

Next, students will work on Sandra Ciseneros’ “Woman Hollering Creek,” which tells the story of a woman
escaping domestic violence after living her entire life shaped by the media’s portrayal of romance. Prior to the
start of the reading, students will be asked to participate in the “Take a Stand!” activity described in the
Relationship Violence lesson found in the Girls Only Toolkit.25 The students will be asked to walk to different
sides of the room (left or right) based on the statements read regarding gender and relationships. After
completing the activity, students will be asked to reflect in the manner they deem appropriate with initial
expressive writing. After giving the students an opportunity to share their writing in small groups, the class
will write a definition of what they determine a healthy relationship would look like. For homework, students
will be asked to read Sandra Cisneros biography, determine what they think Cisneros’ view of relationships
might be, and determine how this view of relationships would impact the story.

Using this definition and Cisneros’ biography, the students will read the story “Woman Hollering Creek.” While
reading the story, the students will use their definition to determine whether or not Cleofilas is in a healthy
relationship with her husband. Students will look for specific examples of interactions between Cleofilas and
her husband. After gathering evidence, the students will determine if Cleofilas has a healthy relationship by
their definitions. Also, students will examine Cleofilas’ view of relationships based on her experiences with
love in television programs. After the students use examples from the story of Cleofilas’ view of relationships,
students will then determine if they think that Cleofilas believes that she has a healthy relationship by her own
definition.

Using the initial expressive writing and their responses to the text, students will then be asked to develop a
response that answers the questions: what do | feel should a healthy relationship will look like. This should be
a self directed prompt that goes through at least the initial expressive writing stage as well as the second
stage.

Activity #7

In wrapping up the unit, the students will be asked to read an excerpt from the novel Long Way Down by Jason
Reynolds. Prior to reading, the students will watch a video from CBS This Morning where Gayle King interviews
Jason Reynolds. While reading, students will be asked to keep the Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie video in mind.
Reynolds, like Adichie, makes several statements about not seeing himself in the stories he was asked to read
in school.26 Students will be asked to do some initial reflective writing answering the question: how are
Adichie’s and Reynolds’s views of literature similar and different?

For homework, students will be asked to review Jason Reynolds’ 2018 Printz Honor Acceptance speech. While
reading, students will be asked to respond by writing a poetic piece where they write a short interview
between themselves and Jason Reynolds on their mutual thoughts on writing.

In class, students will read a short excerpt from Jason Reynolds’ novel Long Way Down. Prior to reading the
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excerpt, students will have the opportunity to examine the arguments regarding gun control. While reading
the pro / con article on gun control, students will choose a side of the gun control debate. Then, they will do a
second reading where they identify three main points from their side of the argument as well as one point
from the opposing view they want to argue against. Afterwards, they will develop an initial response to the
question: where do you stand on gun control?

While reading the story, students will be asked to consider the interview, the speech, and their research to
determine what Jason Reynolds’ belief on gun control might be. After reading the excerpt, they will write a
brief response that answers two questions. In the first part, the students will be asked to identify Reynolds’
beliefs on gun control and give evidence from what they read to explain that. In the second part, students will
be explaining if Jason Reynolds would agree with their argument earlier regarding gun control.

After completing this, students will have an opportunity to develop their initial expressive writing response on
gun control further with the writing mode of their choice.

Activity #8

As a culminating activity, students are to gather examples of their writing to create a portfolio that
demonstrates two things. The first element that should be included is an example of each form of self-directed
writing: (1) expressive, (2) transactional, and (3) poetic. For each piece, they should be including the initial
expressive piece. The second critical element is a final piece of writing using the self-directed style of their
choice that answers the question: what is something that | want to see changed? This can be based on writing
they have done in class or it can be a brand-new piece of writing.

Bibliography & Teacher’s Reading List

Alice Paul Institute. “History of the Equal Rights Amendment.” Equal Rights Amendment, 2018.
https://www.equalrightsamendment.org/the-equal-rights-amendment.

Biography.com Editors. “Ida B. Wells.” Biography.com. A&E Networks Television, June 24, 2020.
https://www.biography.com/activist/ida-b-wells.

Daisey, Peggy, and Cristina Jose-Kampfner. “The Power of Story to Expand Possible Selves for Latina Middle
School Students.” Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy 45, no. 7 (April 2002): 578-87.

Eckstein, Barbara. “Pleasure and Joy: Political Activism in Nadine Gordimer's Short Stories.” World Literature
Today 59, no. 3 (1985): 343-46.

Emery, Jacqueline. “Writing to Belong: Alice Dunbar-Nelson's Newspaper Columns in the African American
Press.” Legacy 33, no. 2 (2016): 286-309.

Gay, Roxane. “Roxane Gay: What Does a Political Story Look like in 2018?” Literary Hub, 2 Apr. 2019,
lithub.com/roxane-gay-what-does-a-political-story-look-like-in-2018/.

Gunne, Sorcha. “Prison and Political Struggle in Nadine Gordimer’s Burger’s Daughter.” Journal of Southern

Curriculum Unit 20.01.02 11 of 17



African Studies 42, no. 6 (2016): 1059-76.
Haag, Karen. “Writing to Learn.” LikeToWrite.com, 2018. http://www.liketowrite.com/writingtolearn.html.

History.com Editors. “Seneca Falls Convention.” History.com. A&E Television Networks, November 10, 2017.
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-rights/seneca-falls-convention.

Ife, Fahima. “Powerful Writing: Promoting a Political Writing Community of Students.” The English Journal 101,
no. 4 (March 2012): 64-69.

Isaac, Rochell. “Sacred Pages: Writing as a Discursive Political Act.” Out in the Center, 2019, 66-74.

Jeffrey, Jill V. “Subjectivity, Intentionality, and Manufactured Moves: Teachers' Perception of Voice in the
Evaluation of Secondary Students' Writing.” Research in the Teaching of English 46, no. 1 (August 2011):
92-127.

Ketz, Victoria L. “Voicing Taboos in Sandra Cisneros’s Woman Hollering Creek and Other Stories.” Sandra
Cisneros’s Woman Hollering Creek, 2010, 189-225.

Kim, Mia. “A Study on African American Female Writers’ Writing beyond the Bounds of Race and Gender
through Toni Morrison’s Writing.” The Journal of Modern British & American Language & Literature 37, no. 2
(2019): 1-15.

Konner, Melvin. Women After All: Sex, Evolution, and the End of Male Supremacy. W.W. Norton & Company,
2016.

Lovejoy, Kim Brian. “Self Directed Writing: Giving Voice to Student Writers.” The English Journal 98, no. 6 (July
2009): 79-86.

McMillan, Laurie. “Students Write to Students About Writing.” Teaching with Student Texts: Essays Toward an
Informed Practice, 2010, 88-95.

“Men Adrift.” The Economist, May 30, 2015, 21-26.

Muhammad, Gholnecsar E. “Igra: African American Muslim Girls Reading and Writing for Social Change.”
Written Communication 32, no. 3 (2015): 286-316.

Shamma, Tarek. “Women and Slaves: Gender Politics in the Arabian Nights.” Marvels & Tales 31, no. 2 (2017):
239-60.

Smith, Christian, Gabrielle Frick, and Patrick Siebel. “Student Voice: Podcasting and Protocols: An Approach to
Writing about Writing through Sound.” Next Steps, 2019, 252-60.

Suzuki, Mihoko. “Recognizing Women's Dramas As Political Writing: The Plays Of 1701 By Wiseman, Pix And
Trotter.” Women's Writing 18, no. 4 (2011): 547-64.

TED. “Roxane Gay: Confessions of a bad feminist,” YouTube video, 11:28, June 22, 2015,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fxt MZKMdes.

Xu, Xiaowen, Raymond A. Mar, and Jordan B. Peterson. “Does Cultural Exposure Partially Explain the

Curriculum Unit 20.01.02 12 of 17



Association Between Personality and Political Orientation?” PsycEXTRA Dataset, 2014, 1497-1517.

Young, Chase J., and Timothy V. Rasinki. “Enhancing Author's Voice Through Scripting.” The Reading Teacher
65, no. 1 (September 2011): 24-28.

Wollstonecraft, Mary. A Vindication of the Rights of Woman. London: Penguin Classics, 2020.

Students Reading List

Adichie, Chimanda Ngozi. “Olikoye.” Medium.com, January 19, 2015.
https://medium.com/matter/olikoye-b027d7c0a680.

Bain, Miranda. “BIOGRAPHY: Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie.” The Heroine Collective, February 19, 2016.
http://www.theheroinecollective.com/chimamanda-ngozi-adichie/.

Biedenharn, Isabella. “Read an Excerpt from Jason Reynolds' Elevator-Set Novel, Long Way Down.”
Entertainment Weekly, January 18, 2017.
https://ew.com/books/2017/01/18/jason-reynolds-long-way-down-excerpt/.

Biography.com Editors. “Frederick Douglass Biography.” Biography.com. A&E Television Networks, April 2,
2014. https://www.biography.com/activist/frederick-douglass.

Biography.com Editors. “Sandra Cisneros Biography.” Biography.com. A&E Television Networks, April 1, 2014.
https://www.biography.com/writer/sandra-cisneros.

Biography.com Editors. “Toni Morrison Biography.” Biography.com. A&E Television Networks, April 2, 2014.
https://www.biography.com/writer/toni-morrison.

Cisneros, Sandra. “Woman Hollering Creek.” English with Mrs. Cotton. Accessed June 16, 2020.
http://cottonenglish.weebly.com/uploads/1/9/7/1/19711205/cisneros-woman-hc-_02_v. popescu.pdf.

Douglass, Frederick. “Africans in America/Part 4/Frederick Douglass Speech.” PBS. Public Broadcasting
Service. Accessed June 14, 2020. https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2927t.html.

Gordimer, Nadine. “Once Upon a Time.” Napa Valley College. Accessed June 16, 2020.
http://www.napavalley.edu/people/LYanover/Documents/English%20123/Nadine_Gordimer_Once_Upon_a_Time
.pdf.

Morrison, Toni. “Recitatif.” Chandler Unified School District. Accessed June 16, 2020.
https://www.cusd80.com/cms/lib/AZ01001175/Centricity/Domain/1073/Morrison_recitatifessay.doc.pdf.

Nobel Media. “Nadine Gordimer Lecture.” NobelPrize.org, 2020.
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/1991/gordimer/lecture/.

Ohl, Danielle. “For Breonna Taylor: Annapolis July 4th Mural Protests Police Violence against Black People.”
capitalgazette.com. Capital Gazette, July 4, 2020.

Curriculum Unit 20.01.02 13 of 17



https://www.capitalgazette.com/maryland/annapolis/ac-cn-breonna-taylor-20200704-y3vojmcbovf75hwpdfmw
amyeébm-story.html.

Reynolds, Jason. “Jason Reynolds’s Printz Honor Acceptance Speech .” American Library Association, 2018.
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/sites/ala.org.yalsa/files/content/booklistsawards/Reynolds.pdf.

Resources for Classroom Activities

CBS This Morning. “Author Jason Reynolds talks new book, gets a call from Queen Latifah.” You Tube video,
3:25, October 24, 2017, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IC6W88wgYDY.

Hobbs, Renee. “CURRICULUM RESOURCES AND LESSON PLANS.” Media Education Lab, 2015,
https://www.propaganda.mediaeducationlab.com/img/MoM_Complete_Curriculum.pdf.

Hoofard, Jennifer, and Toni Morrison. “An Interview with Toni Morrison: Thinking About a Story.” Writing on the
Edge 17, no. 2 (2007): 86-99.

Mehrotra, Rajiv. “IN CONVERSATION - NADINE GORDIMER.” You Tube video, 28:20, March 3, 2015,
www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYIUu9RYQLA.

Nobel Prize. “Nadine Gordimer on Racism.” You Tube video, 3:25, October 3, 2007,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VWcxSsd8N2M.

ProCon.Org. “Gun Control - Pros & Cons.” ProCon.Org, June 12, 2020. https://gun-control.procon.org/.
ProCon.Org. “Vaccines - Pros & Cons.” ProCon.Org, May 24, 2019. https://vaccines.procon.org/.

Project Roots. “Lesson: Relationship Violence - Take a Stand.” Violence, San Diego County District Attorney,
June 20, 2020. http://www.sdcda.org/office/girlsonlytoolkit/toolkit/got-06-violence.pdf

TED. “The danger of a single story | Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie,” YouTube video, 19:16, October 7, 2009,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9lhs241zeg&t=459s.

TEDx Talks. “Why | Changed My Mind on Vaccinations | Danielle Stringer |,” YouTube video, 16:27, April 10,
2017, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tL-zwrxVcHw.

TEDx Talks. “Why Parents Fear Vaccines | Tara Haelle | TEDxOslo,” YouTube video, 12:49, May 2, 2016,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggtkzkol3eM.

visionaryproject. “Toni Morrison Talks About Her Motivation For Writing,” You Tube video, 5:01, 2009,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8Zgu2hrs2k.

Curriculum Unit 20.01.02 14 of 17



Appendix

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including
its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end
of grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.2

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its
relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.6

Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and
responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1
Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1.B

Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.5

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience
have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to
and including grade 8 here.)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.6
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Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between
information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
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