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Curriculum Units by Fellows of the Yale-New Haven Teachers Institute
1992 Volume III: Reading and Writing the City

Cathedrals, Pyramids and Mosques
Guide for Curriculum Unit 92.03.04
by Lorna Dils

This unit is a multicultural study of three cities in existence in the latter half of the fifteenth century. It is
designed for fourth and fifth grade students in the Talented and Gifted Program. It looks at many aspects of
city life in Florence, Italy; Tenochtitlan, Mexico; and Timbuktu, Africa. The unit begins with a discussion of the
definition of a city, and then moves into a study of each of the three cities. Topics covered include family life,
government, religion, art and architecture. While studying each city, comparisons are made not only with each
other, but with city life in the fifteenth century and city life now. Additional emphasis is placed on geography
and map work.

(Recommended for History, grades 4-5)
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