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Recognizing Voice and Finding Your Own Voice in Writing About the
City
Guide for Curriculum Unit 92.03.07
by Laura Spoerri
Encouraging students to write is the purpose of this curriculum unit. I believe that students will read and write
more and better when they are aware of voice and have a theme to write about. Voice deals with person, tone
and intended audience. Voice is developed by students once they make decisions about the subject they will
write about, their approach to their subject and who they want to share their ideas with. The theme of the
lessons is the city but it could have been any other theme or subject (the family, government, modern art,
space exploration, etc.)
The speciﬁc lessons that are designed to encourage this objective include recognizing voice in several
selections about Harlem, writing a letter seeking redress, keeping a journal of city themes, free writing about
the city, using all the arts to stimulate creativity, developing vocabulary lists as the core of writing
assignments, and writing descriptions of city things, places, people and ﬁnally, events. The city theme was
chosen for this unit because it should enable students to get in touch with their thoughts and feelings. They
can start understanding themselves through understanding their environment.
I have also included a section on ﬁnding material on city issues. It might also be used as a broad reminder of
the traditional, and a few newer places to ﬁnd resource materials.
The seven lessons of this unit are designed to be broad enough for use at all levels. The approaches to
teaching writing and reading are applicable to all subject areas and especially for teachers who enjoy
interdisciplinary teaching.
Most of the speciﬁc reading and viewing materials are directed toward inner-city middle school students (ﬁfth
grade and up) and to eighth grade through high school. I’ve suggested these age levels as appropriate
because of the nature of much of the material, which would be more readily understandable and thought
provoking for those who have lived in the inner cities.
(Recommended for English and Social Studies, grades 5-12)
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